
5th Sunday of Lent – March 29th, 2020 
 
“Lord if you had been here, my brother would not have died.”  Both Martha and her sister Mary 
speak this statement of deep faith in our Gospel today.  They very clearly believe that Jesus is no 
ordinary man, and that he has power to cure illness and disease.  Indeed, throughout the Gospels 
we see Jesus restoring people to health as he cures leprosy, blindness, paralysis, and deafness.  
We are not told what illness Lazarus was suffering from, but Jesus certainly would have been 
able to heal him.  And yet we hear earlier in the passage that, “though Jesus loved Martha, and 
her sister and Lazarus, after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the 
place where he was.”  Saint John is quite clear in saying that Jesus cared deeply for Lazarus and 
his sisters, and yet he did not rush to cure him, or cure him from a distance as he does other times 
in the Gospels.  This can seem rather mysterious at best, or unfair and nonsensical at worst. 
 
As we look at people all around the world caught in the middle of a pandemic, we too are drawn 
into this mystery as well.  “God if you had been here, none of this would have happened.”  “God 
if you chose to, you could bring an end to people getting sick and dying, losing their jobs, having 
their school year interrupted, or watching as retirement savings shrink away.”  With everything 
going on today, coupled with the uncertainty of what even next week will bring, we can start to 
wonder why it seems as though God is delaying coming to our aid, as Jesus did for two days in 
the Gospel. 
 
This is where our Gospel passage speaks a message of hope and comfort to us today.  It is 
important to note that Jesus does not delay in going to Lazarus because he does not care about 
his suffering and illness.  Jesus chooses not to go right away precisely because he loves Lazarus.  
In his humanity, Jesus too experiences the pain and grief that come from loss, as seen by the fact 
that he weeps on his way to the tomb.  In the hardships and challenges that we are going through 
right now, Christ is with us and he is deeply moved by our suffering.  He shows us that while it 
is natural to weep and grieve in the face of suffering and loss, that we should not give in to 
despair.   
 
The reason we do not despair is because like Martha and Mary, we know and believe that God is 
greater than what we are going through.  Humanity has survived pandemics and epidemics in the 
past, and the Church has also endured times of hardship when the faith of many was tested.  God 
has seen us through in the past, and he will see us through again.  Even though it was hard to 
understand at the time, Jesus chose not to heal Lazarus because there was something greater that 
he was seeking to accomplish.  Saint Peter Chrysologos wrote in a homily on this Gospel 
passage that, “for Christ, it was more important to conquer death than to cure disease.  He 
showed his love for his friend not by healing him but by calling him back from the grave.  
Instead of a remedy for his illness, he offered him the glory of rising from the dead.”  By raising 
Lazarus from the dead, we not only see that Christ has power over illness, but also over death, a 
foreshadowing of what he will accomplish at Easter.   
 
In these unprecedented times, we too are being challenged to trust that God is still with us, that 
he has not abandoned us, and that he will even be able to bring good out of this.  This can sound 
rather trite, simplistic or even naïve.  But consider how this experience already has the power to 
change our perspective and make us more grateful for the things that we take for granted.  We 



often forget that there are people in our own communities who are confined to their homes for 
long periods of time.  There are others around the world who are regularly unable to get the 
things that they need at the grocery store or pharmacy because it is not available or they cannot 
afford it.  Many live their whole lives with the possibility of catching deadly or debilitating 
illnesses because they do not have access to vaccines, healthcare, proper sanitation or clean 
drinking water.  Many people cannot practice their faith publically because of persecution.  
There are Catholics who are lucky to receive the sacraments just a few times a year because there 
aren’t enough priests to serve them. 
 
In addition to growing more thankful for what we have, being confined to our homes has led to 
other positive things as well.  With various activities cancelled, it means that families are 
spending more time together.  This is not to say that extracurricular activities are bad, but so 
much time can be spent running from one to another that quality time as a family often suffers.  
We have been given an opportunity to reconnect with our immediate family, and even with 
extended family and friends through technology.  I have also personally heard about many 
different ways that people are caring for those around them.  Some are helping others by picking 
up groceries and running errands, by praying for them, or by taking the time to check in and see 
how they are doing.  Finally, another early fruit that I am seeing grow at this time is a deeper 
awareness that some things are simply out of our control.  This means that while we do our best 
to use our reason and the other gifts that God has blessed us with, that at the end of the day we 
cannot do this without him.  Having more time to pray and reflect on the bigger questions in life, 
can help our faith and our trust in God to grow.  We entrust our desires, worries and prayers to 
him, knowing that he hears them and will see us through. 
 
God, I do not understand why you are allowing me to go through all of this, or what you are 
seeking to accomplish in my life or the lives of others.  But I know that you are with me and that 
my suffering moves you, just as you wept at the suffering of Lazarus.  Please bring to maturity 
the good fruit that has been growing during this time, that we may reach the end of this pandemic 
having grown in our love of you and of our neighbor.  We pray in a particular way for all those 
who have lost their lives to the coronavirus around the world and for the family and friends who 
mourn their passing.  Please grant eternal rest to those who have died, and peace and strength to 
their loved ones with the faith that you have power over death itself.  We ask for Mary’s 
intercession as together we pray, Hail Mary… 
 
 


